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THE STOKY OF 1(0 BIN IIOOI) 



H was .ilYoiiiscvc.n hundrcd years ago, m England,, 
"'hort Richard ibo First ivas King> that Robin H<jod 
livccj. At ihat 1 l i.tic hL largo |jlu t tif itu: kmil wa_s covurod 
witb jvrrt Lt Corcsts, i n wliich dcer a ml other gamc mi 
iv t i c | : and il w.is ncar tlu: l»ndcrs cf onc of thcsc, trdEed 
Sbcrwood I'orcst. Ihat Robm TTood ivas Lh.hu. 

Froiu liis uarlicsl years lu : had a j^rc^t love for aJ3 liie 
mrtnly oul-door sporta and games o f tliose and he 

bccame very expert a L ihcm ; ftbovc nll, i n thc use of t3ic 
1»w and arrow. Ile gi'ew sg skillftil i n this that ttayre 
was no archcr m nl] thc country rouiid w h o cendd eom- 
jirtro witli him, and he ahvays carried olf thc prizes at Lhc 
shuoting iLiLLtdifs. Riosidcs tliis, he had briglit vvsts. and 
a mcri'y lu-irt; InYcd u soity ;mda jest; and was Jiked 
b y tinarly L'Veiybody >vho kmcw him. 

Bui somclhlng lonk plnto ivliich ilrovc hlnt into ,i w.iy uf Iffc tliag utlici wjsc, tie 
nighL nol haiv di^son for Itinisdf In thtiit tlsiys ai! |]ic gamc, in ihc for t s t bc- 
bnged to tlvj King ; it was agiinsr tlic: fow lo shnoi it; and thc Kmg had men in 
thc fbrest, calLd FnrcstorSj to cntch ihonc yvIkj did so and havc thcm piinislicd. 
One day, as Robin I lood yy as jiassing thraugh Lho foresl, lio uict with a pmty uf 
these foroslerij. Om: nf tiicm ivns jl nmn vvho had a groai nr.nie asan ircher, and 
wart j calon s o f Robin Hond'.s groudiig tante, JJo begruj to Launi Robin, and at 
last danod Jiim to shnvr bis skill hy sIuKJting a deor tvliioh raino in sigin at a. great 
disLanco. Robin llood's Lemper wns up \ and, ivithout ihlrking, he put an ;litgw 
in liis bou' and !■-! it Hy at thc deer, wJiich iLfltruolc nfltl kilietl, The lia-es|er unly 
h La.au lo moio aiigry aL tUis. RaL, yvJjicU wasojm llsiU lio uutild nut l!u Idmsdfi so lic 
iaid Eic Yvould takc Kobim and Itavc Jiim hung Far hilling Ihc Kijig's tlocr. Rotan. 
Ylarlcrd tn fly, hnl Lite fnresttfrs piirsneti him sn r.loscly tlinl ho s^v no chance ot 
seapi ng t so hc turned, and ngain d ra y ring Eiis bow, sen t au arrow i jit-cj thc heart oi 
Lho man who had bogun thc quarrch Hc dropped dcad t whtle his COmrades stejod 
still, not Lnowing; bn t tlhat they might be served as badty, su Robin lload, e&caped. 

B u L as tlicre wotild ik.™^ bc. no nncrcy shown to him ]f any of ihe Ring’s men 
3aid hands upoii hEm. lic became an Diitlniv, that is» hc Itved En thc forest. and got 
3ds food h y sbooting thc dccr and othor game. tryinp Cif course not Lo come ifc 
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llm vFiiy of [h e forcstcrs. Kow tbcrc 
wcrc many odier young riien who r from 
one cause :nid aaiotlicir. had tEikcn tu iliis 
Eiiiul of Ufc, anti Robin Hood --<xm gath- 
crtjti Lhem intu el ban d of wLiith h c was 
inade taptEiin N and whjch tK-'daifa 30 
fUrflng lliEit i n tlie «nd tllc :y wtjrc morc ni 
a ut tar \o the forcsters tlian lho foresL- 
crs to tftcito Thcy worc a uniform of 
Lincoln grcen, with seulet cajis; and 
besfcles bis bn w and arrows, eacb mau 
had a short sword; wtiifc llie captain 
carrlcd ii buglc-horri witli which to cad 

h i s men when iic sieedcd ihcin. 

Thcy Icd a plcasant bfc m the gneen- 
wqgc!, but it was asi entiraly usdawful 
OOC, for Lcsideb sliuoting lIicj gnnie, the y 
used tt> rol> nch pcople who passcd 
tbrough the forest. But Robin Hood, 
lhough a robbcr, was i u inrtny vrays so 
jr<jod thai he was thonghl wdl of by 
Diosi people; for he would not takc from thoSC who were poor — instead, hc uflen 
gavc lhem help. H c would Ici nune o f ilis men huit or r o b a woman, and when 
the weak were wrongcd he took their part 

H e gavc a proof of tliis onc day when he stopped a knsghl naiturfl Si r Ridiard 
ofthc Lca, who was pnssing, with t wo folio wers, through the forest. Robin saw 
that tiic knight worc a very s;ui face, and hn asked why ihis was so. ‘1 he knight 
replted lliat hr hati m: t with losses, and had hc.v.n Ihrcetl to mortgage hhlands lo 
the Ahbot of St. Mary's at York, who, if tbc inoncy wcix not paitl nest day, would 
seize all he had. Robin Hood was tmiehcd by the sadness of the knighl, atid 
agreed to lend h i m the ^uni neeckd to redccm lii& lands, T\\q knight depjirtcd i n 
great )oy t and this kiiul decd was toi<l lj-J", far atid w ide, to Robin Hootl's grea; 



credit. 

Robin Hood's dearc$t friend, and ih r nc>rl In comniaiid to himstlT was enlled 
Liltle J oh tL The way i n wliicli lliey came together was this. Rolji'n likud to 
roam (he forest by tiimsdf in studi of adveiitures; and ono day p as Em ^vas pssing 
thns alon g a foresl path, he eainc to a brook over whidi a narrow ptatik was laid 
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bocamc .1 question whicli shoultl go l>ack ,F Lct mc pa^s/' said thc stranger, "07 
it will bc thc worsc far tlict." 

Robin lEHigfhetl a t th-c klen 0 f nny onc trymg to srnrc hini by threats, nnd tald 
(Jk siraiigcr U) go batik or Ihj wonlc .1 pul in arrow throiigh bini. 

!l Tlicu/' said iht mlmr, lhou ait a coward, fbr none ctltcr wuuld ofifer to use a 
l>ow and arrous against a nian armtd cmly with a rpiartcr sHrT” 

Now Robin H ootl w:is tuiytlimg but a coivard, and could n o L bcar lo do t liat 
u-liicb woufd glvc anybody a right to call ldm one; so 1 1 e stcppcd asidu anti cut 
lor himself a staff of o?ik. 

" Noiv" said he, "w a re equal, wo ivil I figlu i L out, and whichcvcr knoclcs 
thc other into ihc vatet sli.ilS be vicLor . 1 

The strangcr was scven fecl tali, and though Rohm lioori was csperi f n ihe 
«so nf LheqLiancr stalT, h.e fnund him mono than a niatdi, Aftor liicy had tluimpud 
caclv other wcll for a whilc, thc siraugar *t lasi lili Robin .1 blow vvhich scnt htm 
EIUO thc brook. Ife wadcd 10 thc bank v.diilc thc stranger stood and lasighcd ai 
htm. [ han RnhiTt Hond SOLindod his haru, and his mcn cajnc run cilng irom idl 

sidcs. Whcn he told tbcrn how he bad been served Lbcy wished to gEvc thc 

Slranger a tastc o f thc wafcer too 3 but Rohm, who was very much pleased with his 
Strcngth and ski II, stoppcd them, and /isLed ihc stranger j f he would not hc ont 
of his raeny-incn. 

' k Mosi willingly," crietl hc, ■' and tliougJi my nnrne is John LLtllc.% 1 hope you 
will rind that I can do greal lltings!" 

The niurry-mcn lajghed when they Jicard (hc h i g siranger's n ani e: and onc oi 
thein ?iaid ihat i t sliould tic changcd froin 
.John Litthi to Utile John, which was donc, 
and h c ivas Ovcr .ificr cnlled thnl w ay. 

Anothcr iirnu\ .15 Robin HockI was u'alk- 
siiff throngh dic grccnwood, b e found a fat 
friar sitlitjg near n brook, and Lliouglii hc 
would Emvc soiiic sport with hitll n SO he SjiJ 

" Carrv mc o ver thc brcMok, fa t friar, or L 
wdl bea t tliee til! thou art siore. " 

The friar t withoul a word Uickcd up his 
gown atid carrietl him over. but as Robin 
$1 arteri nlf b e crn:d - — 

■’Stop, su y finc fcllov/, and carry 111 c back 
or it will cattsc ihec sorrow/' 

Roli m took thfi friar t>n h ia back, and ear- 
ricd him over. and set him down, saying — 
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n N o w, lake rne ovcr Ontc tnore, lat friar As thou 
art Lwicc nay wci ght, it is right 1 should bave two ridcs 
Lo ih y o[]C. ,r 

The friar agatn to ok him on his back, but in ihc mid- 
dle of ttic siream lio thrcw h liii m ihc water, s.aying 
" Not, v, my prctl y youth, ki us sou if lhou canst 5wim, " 
Then hc went laughing on his way But R o bin was 
angry h and ranafter h i m. and attickcd him witli his staf, 
The friar defeaded himsclf, and ifruy foughl fur a lortg 
liinc without eithcr getting ihe besL n f it Finally* when 
botli w c re tired out, Robin Hoad told Ihc friar wm* 
b e was, and asked llim i f hc would nol likc lu jpin his 
ban J and bc (hdr chaplain Tim friar w.is ei J ol ly fd- 
loiv, and was cyjiie willing tn laku Robin’ s offrr. Sn 
hc beramu unc of tim meny-nteii, and u'as almosl ns 
famous as Robin lTood himsuif, being known as Hriar 1 'imk. 

Robin* bufore he becnme an auiLtvr, hnd beun in love with n youilg maiilen 
named Vlarian, but liu had rut seun lier >incc. Ilerlovc for him did not die oul, 
hovrevcr; and finali y her loeiging lo see h ini becainc st> gruai that she put on 
boy’s dothes, and went tn set; b him ’ in tlir forest. Shu nteL him atlast; bu E hc 
tlid iu»l k IKJ w liur i u her strangc dress, 
and she would nol* ju lirst, tdl him 
nvhr> sbe wns, btit drew her sword and 
darcil ]i i m lo bgh:. II e. of toiinsc. 
soon oirorcamo her; sn sbe look nff 
3ier eaj>„ and let her beautiful hai r fail 
ovur her shoulders, and ihen Robin 
liuioil knew Ueia He still Inved her 
as imidi as ever, and they urere soon 
mairied b y Fnar I uek, tiie inenry-men 
cclcbrating ihdr wedding wilb greai 
fcslitdty. 

1 1 \vn?i the way o f ibe ouilavvs u'hcn 
they caughl travdcrs who secincr! 
likcly to liavo rnucli gold orsilver about 
thum lo laku- ihem U) dhic w i t Li Robin 
Eloori. After llicy had beeu fcjLsLed Ue 
would setr bow much ihey had, and 
would make ihenk pay for their era UT- 
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tainmcnt accordmg to thcir crteans. One d:ty thcy bnuught bcforc htm a rich 
Abljpt, the samc who had Incen so harsh witli Sir Ridiard of ihc Lea. Robin 
N ood resolvcd tk.it hesidtts taking lii a gold N ht ivould put him Li> shamc; so aftcr 
tkey hsid siripped hitn o f all liis mouc.y, ihcy lied him u pon a mutc’s back, wilh 
k Es fii.cn: U> Uie tnih and E n L ha c ridicuhins posttire sen t him cm i of the fnresb 
amitku bunting and bughiei'. 

Om.- tLiy. a> hc \vas 011 Jiis way io itie toivn of NoUirighnm, Kobm Hood fdl tn 
With a tfiivding fcinker and nskdd him fnr ihe neu'Sk " Sitrcty, M sakt he t . "wan- 
dering :iI,kulL ;ia ihuii ilusi. dioit muat licar a gre.il dcaL T ' 

" Ay, IN tfaid the tinkei, lp i do, and the Kutesi E Jiavc heard Is ibc buSE." 

Jl Wh:it uiay that 1 >l: ?" asked Robin. 

- l lt i*,” replied thc uihur, thal at Inst tlmrii is to be an effon inade Co catch dial 

thtcf, Robin Hond 1 lf ha£ dbnc niischief 
enOUgh tn this forcsL I hnvc a ivarrant, 
mysdf. from ihe Sheriff of Nottinghant to 
catcb h ini p and i t lYonld b e wujlli a Iiliii- 
drcd jjounds Lo mc l f I could find him" 
Robin Inughutl to h i m Rel f at tliis. bu t 
veent on Liil k i n g lu thc linkei' unti i t h cy 
cam c Co Netlingharsi. Meru h t iimted the 
twkcr io go with ha m to on ititi. \rh.crc ho. 
Uc-Licd litrn st> libcrjlly [■> ale ihal he bc- 
came drunfc. and, final !y. fdl asleep. Whcn 
ke awokc. Robin Hond and gohn. and lho 
Sheriff S warna n t w as missmg 100. The 
tinker caJlcd ihe htiidlorib and told tnim of 
his loss. " Wliy," sairi ihv InnHlnrd, laugli- 
iog, “lhou hasl betn chcaled ; that was 
Robin liood liimsclf. ' 

The li n ketat once siarl«l to limit for Rohiit again : and was Incky cnotigli to 
mcel him iri ilie fures-t the nest d:iy. He aiuckcd him irnmetJiately uath a thick 
<lub ih.il Ite carricd wbiltf Robin dcftadcd hlmrfelf as. IhjsL 1u l cmild wiih Eii> oaJkcit 
staff, whiih tvas, ihc only ^veiipon hc had wiih hiu;* They fmi^lu Ion g, o n nearly 
lerms. u mil ,it last RoEailt's pt:i(T broke henealh Llm sloui blows of the cinker, 
u'ho then L.illcd U| on him tn Vicld or htr wtnild naek liis >kull. 

Robin btciv Itis hnm f'< ^i' h<clp. and Litlle Jolut and ar.oiher caine to liis aid 
Thej' ihe tiaiher and ivere gniag io haug him Uj a iree, bn t !«■ s sudi a 

fine, slmit fi-lEow iti.n Roliirt Hu«I thought he Wmild iike io add him to h h bantl 
Sn he i>roposcd Chat lic shonld join, saying that hc wouUl givt liim the hundred 






poumls reward which hc had lost, This was ton good an olkr U> bc fetuscd, so 
ihe tiaiker agreed, and Robin suid t li at as; he w^s a insan of me/ttt by trade, hc 
hoped iic would prove n ljuui uf m t J/ k' b y uaUiro» 

Rjt U happened, at kust, that K [n g Richard had occasifni to journey int.o ihat 
pari o f lho eonntry cvhcre Shcrwood Forest lay; and thcrc b e Ihenrd so imich of 
iha duings L>f Robin Haoch and of the way jii wiiicli hc cvadcd captune, that hc 
made u p his mind that somcthiftg must be dcmc to pui an ciicl lo such clefunce ol 
auihority; Bui he was nclvised lhat it would l>c usclcss to try t n C om e a t Robin 
Uood vvilh a forec of troops, as hc kncw ihc forcst so wclt, and how 10 h ide 'm it, 

that lie had no troublc i n escapfng from 
purjmit ivhen the greater slrcngth of his 
finis riiade l'imi clionse not tq fight. 

So thc King coneluitcd to go into thc 
forest aionc. wearing phi» black «irmor, 
and without anything to kIiow Ihat hc 
w a s Ring; boping in tliis iva y lo mcct 
Robin H 0(i d, elu d Ion r n for himsclf ivhal 
K: ~ J - f jmn he tnight bc. 

had m>i riddeu liiai iy iniles Ijcforc 
hc was aiUcd upoii Lo hait by Rohm 
Hcuy,l kiim^clf, who tooh him for sonic 
CfbscuiL kniglsL The Ring had bcen a 
Crusader, and U'ore the red cross which 
was borne b y fhose tv lio had gone Lo 
Lhc II u! y ljnd to fight; and as Robin 
Hood hid i great respcct for a El such, 
hc nddresficd the supposed knight i n a 
friendly way t and mvitod him lo oomc 
and dine with him. 

The King coasented. and Robin llood 
kd him to whert the tnenry*tncn hcld 
their feastaj jSnd they alt sat doivn to a 
banquei o f thc best thc t'orest afiforded. 
The guest proved a jolly companion, and did his sharc m the way of j oke and 



SOElg. 

Bemg curious to kno^v i f Robin Hcod ;md bis men i,ii r ere as wordcrlu! shots as 
report made them out to be r ihe Kitig. after the aicak turned tbe talk on to die 
subject of ardiery, and Hobi r Hood was sodn lid into giviiig «in eslubitioTi of Uic 
fikill oi liiiusdf a nd bis ban d. T sv h o rods were set up m a disumee ivhich the King, 
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fro]|i lits knowjcdgc ol archcry, thought lo bc too riismnt by at lcast fifiy paoes 
1] u L Robin Hood said thnt hiu men miist shooL at nu nearur rnurk, aiu.l ibai hy ihcir 
i liIls, hi- whii Lnis'M.tl shmdrl rm-ivc a niout blow asa pcnaUy. Wku lho sliooi- 
ing bcgnrt, thc Kingcould not hclp CKpresstng his admirstion j t its aoairucy : ain! 
iha iiifliction of tho peuuUy in ilii? fev, c a^cs m whlch shots ivcro misscd madc 
h i m Inugh licnrcily. l'inatly he s[Mjkc to Kobin llood and sniJ; 

- R obi i) Hood, I tuVe mudi c-rodil vvtlJi llic Kiilg, \[w woulfl U bt if I could 
Ir in ui forgivi: iliy miidoings? Wiauldst thnu bc onc of his n u: n and scrye 
him fnEthiidlv ?■ " 

Titis wa/udiat Robin wished marc thnfl nll dsc in tha worid. "I vrauld bc 
gJ^tl L 1 sahi hc. - 'Eo giveup thc 3ife 1 lead. I did nol Ijke it ltulii llic Cj-sL Sonic 
mon praisc my dccds; bn t, for my own part, 1 hale nty w:iy o f liying. King 
RLclinkl is a br avc prirtcc, and if lie would hm for^ive; niur, lic wuuLd lind i«c as 
irnc, and as fiil i uf lu-ve for .my man i n h b Service," 

" E a m Kmg Kidhnrd,” said thc kniglil, as he stood np wrtli n nsajcstit air; and 
whv.u h c liad said this, Robin Hpotl andali hitf rocn fell down an thcir knccs before 




tiim. 

-Staud m[>, m y brave men," snid tlie King. “Yon liavc Ih.cii thicvcs, ul'ch 
yrju «Jioidd nrrt liiivc 1 aren, but you nrc ablc li» nic if ynu \Yill. ! wiN forgivc 
what you havc doik u p ti> Lhiu lime, Ini t Lakc uart: iliat your stis I roni hcnccforlh 
nrc sLitb di.Li L sliall fed rm grlef fbr thc \ray I noiY Ircat yon " 

Then Robin and his tiicn arose and ^avc ilircc theers for xh.- Ring. 

Whanthc K Ing retumtd to London, Robiti 
aniE many of lii^ mtci wcju wiili idm r wliik: 
ilitjso wlm ifniai nod were made forester^. 
lioliin rose so lii^li in tlie King’s favor dial 
lie iKc^mc rirh, and was iviadc I-iarl ot Hnn- 
liugdon, M e oondnirod to b C a> tind-hc-artcd 
;i> cvcr t and never icfusnd in hclp thc ]innr 
and ttnfortntmte, when u vvas i n his jina'cr 
aid ihcnL 

Tfc livcd at coitrt tnanv ycars: bu t when 
hc grciv Lo bc a n f>ld utan, :t yj cal lun^iti g 
1 1 h: hk pussession hmi tn reLurn to thc Ibrcsl 
and resume tJie rneriy lilh he had |cd ihcre iu 
liis ycnjnycL dayns bc got ihe K ing' s 

lenflissioh to leave llic court, and with his 
dear friend, Litllc j oh n. who sliarH'd his long- 
iiiy, hc stmght his old hatmt^ i n Sherwood. 
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Tle 0*u e: d :i iVw ul ItK old eamroilrs sliEl livirtj; iKcl'C, toiil spcnt fiomc limc vtrj,- 
funppijy with Lliccii ESul r?m: cJav, is hc w as wnlkiing witli I.mLc John be sakJ : 

" W c h-Avc slsfjl tn.'Lity dcer togctbcr, LittLe John, bllt Lu- fov I fcd 03 thoilgh ] 
tovld sEioot lio iTiorc." 

■' U r hy saytit thd’J sn. licar master." saitl UHlt? John. 

■■ L Lnnw nnc whal aiis me, f buat.] Koblli 1 loml, " bqt my fsnj^ns scom too Jecbtf 
liulfisw Llie |mw I-Iel|> nw to Kirfckyb Priory, Ltltk jolin, perbaps my consin. 
liit IMun>s. ]3ia.y rclsc^c ine by leding :» llttle blouiL 

$0 thov Sflt ou: ;or itw Pnory, VhiL willi ;■!] Ifoi- ASSistiru'- ljlllc Julur itjdhl 
yivL bim, the w.dl; sri iaLigih-il Kubik H n n d ibai wlten tlicy rcariitiL iltcrc li-c wzu- 
wery ii| 

riisCGUsin ™xived him wilh great appart rH fritiliiiKip, nnd LlttK Jolifi lofl hin- 
ia Iler carr : bu t thu FriartlS^, wtvcth^r slu j nie.inL il nt nul, liled liim Uni freedy. ti\ 
M!)): it i-; sniil tlu! vhu Imn; cnmily .iiuir-L Eli i : i foecsuisc of hlS licalineilt of Elit 
AMwt n f Sl .Uriry'* timi olherS of lini vltrgy, and that liavinj* hini i n ticr power 
sJic ctiii.li l not ccfVnfn froin uiking revengc. U wcvfr (iwt may hnvc l.teii, Kabin 
Iloud Icus-t. so tiiiich blood tbal %v lui li Lit;fc Juhn ann-e lignin lv.: foitiid his imislu: 
i n a dyisg eoiiHiticm When lm nrdttal Rubin 
i f thefu WLie rlucliliij.; lm Uklltl do fui 
IlitIL, lk; i,:lLlI: 

■■T!jL[Lg- itic my bow atid arroivs* and opun 
yonclcr ^viluloVT. ! will Hlnmt qnf.‘ mntu sllnl, 

Hcld ^IkTi (h>: mTckv l'.ilk ifkue Uury nio wah 
my ',m\v |iy my side,' 

Su bis kuw was bronght. and L;ttte joTm 
snjjipcirEcd him wKiic ivitli aLL Liss nenvtmlng 
striMigih ho *hot a n nrtow oi.it of thtf wnitlow 
ttutull ln;idt csbnusted, and statn hrealhcd bis 
bst 

TEicji tbi hcitri-brokjeti l.ittlc j oli n. and bis 
sorrowing comrndcs, 1n>rc Inm to ihc spot 
[MLirkri! hy Llie airoH' ; and ilu o- h i s gmVi: ivas 
uU£ r aiiL ito itfas lui : ni reht as Iti Lllis. 1 dircctotl. 




The End 



(c) 
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